POLITICS    AND    POWERS
important position in domestic Czecho-Slovakia politics
had been built up since 1918 in the various agricultural
and industrial monopolies which they had secured under
the agrarian protectionism of the new state.   This pro-
tectionism, to which we have already referred, was the
Achilles' heel of the more democratic parties in the
former state, for the monopolies erected behind it by
the Agrarians enabled them to assume complete control
in 1938.   The extent of their control, shared with the
Naziphil Hlinka Guard of autonomous Slovakia, can be
estimated from the decision of the new Agrarian Prime
Minister, Dr Rudolf Beran, to rale the new state for
nearly two years after the end of 1938 without normal
Parliamentary discussion and procedure.    The decree
powers were accorded to him and his Cabinet in the
middle of December.   Thereafter the triumph of the
Right-wing Agrarians was complete.   As Dr Beran told
Parliament at its last sitting, the new Government's
foreign policy was simply to maintain the closest and
most sympathetic relations with the Third Reich; and
as this was already even more evidently the policy of the
Slovaks and Ruthenians in the Central Government Ger-
man political influence in Prague was, at least for some
time to come, secured.  If ever it were threatened the
economic   stranglehold   on   the   new  state   could   be
exercised by Germany; the new frontiers could not be
defended, so that the proud Czech army could play
virtually no anti-German political role in the new state;
and, finally, the Reich had command of the chief com-
munications both inside and out of Czecho-Slovakia. By
a judicious combination of German pressures on Poland
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